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Kumyk language 


Kumyk (KuyiyiyKr, ran/ 3 ] qumuq til ) is a Turkic language, spoken 
by about 426,212^ speakers — the Kumyks — in the Dagestan, 
North Ossetia and Chechen republics of the Russian Federation. 
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Origin 


Kumyk is a part of Kipchak-Cuman language subfamily of the 
Kipchak family of the Turkic languages. It's a descendant of the 
Khazar languages/ 5 ] The closest languages to Kumyk are 
Karachay-Balkar, Crimean Tatar and Karaim/ 6 ' 

The Kumyk language formed during the 7th-10th centuries out of 
Khazar and Bulgar substrata and mixed afterwards with Oghuz and 
Kipchak / 7 ] 

Based on his research on a famous scripture Codex Cimanicus, 
Nikolay Baskakov included Kumyk, Karachai-Balkar, Crimean 
Tatar, Karaim and Mamluk Kipchak in the Cuman-Kipchak family. 
Samoylovich also considered Cuman-Kipchak close to Kumyk and 
Karachai-Balkar. ^ 1 ^ 

Lingua franca in the Caucasus 


Kumyk was a lingua franca in part of the Northern Caucasus from 
Dagestan to Kabarda until the 1930s/ 9 ]! 10 ]! 11 ] 


Kumyk 


K"byiviyK"b ra/i/qumuq til 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Dagestan, 
Chechnya, 
North Ossetia 

Ethnicity 

Kumyks 

Native speakers 

450,000 (2010 
census)! 1 ] 

Language family 

Turkic 

■ Common 
Turkic 

■ Kypchak 

■ Kypchak- 
Cuman 

■ Kumyk 

Writing system 

Cyrillic and 
Latin 

Official status 

Official language in 

Russia 

■ 1 

Dagestan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

kum (https:// 

www.loc.gov/s 

tandards/iso6 

39-2/php/lang 

codes_name.ph 

p?code_ID=25 

0) 

ISO 639-3 

kum 

Glottolog 

kumyl244 (htt 

p://glottolo 

g.org/resourc 

e/languoid/i 

d/kumyl244)! 2 ] 


In 1848, Timofey Makarov, a professor of "Caucasian Tatar" (Kumyk), published the first grammar of the 
language/ 12 ^ 13 ] 






































Figures and press 


Irchi Kazak (Yirgi Qazaq ; born 1839) is usually considered to be the greatest poet of the Kumyk language. 
The first regular Kumyk newspapers and magazines appeared in 1917-18 under the editorship of Kumyk 
poet, writer, translator, and theatre figure Temirbolat Biybolatov (Temirbolat Biybolat). Currently, the 
newspaper Endaiu (Yoldash, "Companion"), the successor of the Soviet-era JlemiH eny (Lenin yolu, "Lenin's 
Path"), prints around 5,000 copies 3 times a week. More than 90% of Kumyks also speak Russian, and those 
in Turkey speak Turkish. 

Phonology 


Kumyk vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

n [i] 

yt> [y] 

bi [iu] y [u] 

Mid 

e [e] 

Ob [0] 

0 [0] 

Open 

a [ae] 

a [a] 


Kumyk consonants 



Labial 

Dental 

Lateral 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 

Plosive 

voiceless 

n [Pi 

T[t] 



k [k] 

K-b [q]t 


voiced 

6[b] 

Aid] 



r[g] 

Kb [G]t 


Fricative 

voiceless 


c [s] 


w[J] 


x [X] 

rb [h] 

voiced 

B[P] 

3 [z] 


*[3] 


rb[bs] 


Affricate 

voiceless 




H[tJ] 




voiced 




A>K [d3] 




Nasal 

m [m] 

H [n] 



Hf [n] 

Hr ([n]) 


Liquid 


Plr] 

n[l] 





Approximant 









t Kb represents [g] at the beginning of words, and [q] elsewhere (complementary distribution). ^ 

Orthography 


Kumyk has been used as a literary language in Dagestan and Caucasus for some time. During the 20th 
century the writing system of the language was changed twice: in 1929, the traditional Arabic script (called 
ajam) was first replaced by a Latin script at first, which was then replaced in 1938 by a Cyrillic script. 


Latin based alphabet (1927-1937) 


A a 

B b 

Cc 

Q ? 

D d 

Ee 

Ff 

Gg 

cn ai 

H h 

1 i 

Jj 

K k 

L 1 

M m 

N n 







□ n 

Oo 

0 0 

Pp 

Qq 

R r 

Tt 

U u 

V v 

W w 

Xx 

Yy 

b b 







Cyrillic based alphabet (since 1937) 


A a 

B 6 

B B 

Tr 

r-b 

rt 

l~b 

rb 

flA 

Ee 

Ee 

>K >K 

33 

I/I H 

I/I H 

Kk 

K-b 

Kb 

n n 

M M 

H H 

Hr 

Hr 

Oo 

Ob 

Ob 

n n 

P P 

Cc 

Tt 

Yy 

Yb 

yb 

O dp 

Xx 

U4 

M H 

E E 


"b "b 

bl bi 

b b 

03 

fO 

KD 




Qunmq^lifba. 


Zz l z 


A a 
V? a 

B b 

M 

|Cc 

\Ce 


\n\ 

Del 

E.e 

Se 

Ft 

■fl 

r« n 

l Jq 

Old] H li 

q<i\nh 

1 i 

dl 

iii 

Kk 

{Kk 

T l 

ft 

M m 
Jim 

Nu 
■ In 

IJLn 

Th 


'0 e 
Ge 

Pp 

L< f 

Iv 

Ss 

i/o 

ll 

S s 

TT 

ft 

Uu 

llu 

t 

Xx 

Xct 


Iz 

Z x 

Zy. 

/z 

b b 

bi 

9 

4a ’it 






Kumyk alphabet from newly introduced 
Latin school book (1935). 
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256048332?v=wall) 

■ Kumyk language newspaper "Enflauj" published in Dagestan (https://web.archive.org/web/200 
90923224719/http://yoldash.etnosmi.ru/) 

■ Kumyk language on the website "Minority languages of Russia on the Net" (http://peoples.org.r 
u/kumyk.html) 

■ Russian-Kumyk dictionary (1960) (http://klurh.ru/dokuwiki/doku.php?id=klurhrulab:dicts:russk 
o- ku m i ks kiy_s lo var) 

■ Holy Scriptures in the Kumyk language (https://archive.is/20130221181901/http://kumyk.net/e 
n/kumyk-main) 

■ Kumyk information portal kumukia.com (http://www.kumukia.ru) 
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